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Date of Report:
Lecembder 1962

Sublect: Grading and Jdentification of KK Filots and Ground Men.
L% <)

The North lorean Air rforce servicemen pilots and telegraph operstors are
classified into gredes but ground crewmen are classilied by position.

1. Grazding, Combat Cspacity, znd Positions of Filots:

Ao Greding:
Flying officer grade 1
flying officer Jrade L1
Flying officer Grsde [IL
Nori=grade f[iyirz oifi:er.

This gracing of flyinz officers was origineted with the Air Force

heedquarters in 19:6 ind was enforced from the dame year upon the

aprroval of the Miris:ry of National Defense, The erforcement of

the grading sys.em is effected by writien orders issved from the

Conmander of th2 Air ‘orcee Newly cormissioned flyirg officers who

were gracuated [{ron: tie military officers school becene nen-gzrzde

flying officersz. 1t vas rumored among {iyingz officers thet to

flying efficere Gride III snd higher wing ensigns would be issued

in the future; ow th: date was unknown. 2Lbout the eni of June 1942,

however, & priz:z ccnt:st was advertised emeng all the pilots for

suituble wing d2signs. Fromotion in grace wes effected onlr as a

result of definite written, oraly and flying examinations conducted 9S0X1-HUM
by the Air forcs icsdiuarters. 0Oefinite amounts of allowances for

Zredes are issuad to {lying officers ‘-

re jardless of their pesitionsa 50X1-HUM
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Gualifications by Srads:

1)

o

L

3)

Non~Grade Fiyine Officer:

Nor=grade flyiryg officer is the lowest grade which is given to
Junior [lying :fficers who were nesly grsdustec from the military
officers scheool and who have not vzt atta'ned the capacity to
perform all tyces of air battles wider cormon weather conditions
during the day.ime. Regular training period to give this capacity
is fixed as two yesrs but since th: rrometion in grade is effectei
only when one rasses the eraminaticng, cemmon flying cfficers may
have grades and officers on the lerel of, for instance, deputy
battalion commander may not have grade, but slich officers are
very few. An excellent flying officer may remain without gzrade
regardless of the length of his se-vize “f he is weak in the
theoreticasl fiecld (such officers are most.ly weak in communication
codes). Flying officers without grede can be found among pilots
of MIG-17 PF's who are capable of nighttime air battle but their
nurericsl ratio is unknown. To non=grsde flying officers no

grsde allowance is paid, but when they fly under bad westher
conditions during daytime or durin, nighttime, flying allowance

is paido

Flving Officer Srede I1I:

Flying officer grade III; the lowesct Jqrace among flying officers
with grades, requires the capacity to perform any typz of air
battle under ccrmon weather conditions during the dayiime. Aall
the flying officers on the level of battslion commander and higher
have grades and a very few common Filots of MIG=17 P¥®s have
grede Ill. As of August 1950 intersive trzining both in flying
art and theories was being conducted with the target of passing
the examinations for flying officer Zrade I, About 30 to 40
percent of common flying officers flying MIG-15 BIS's and
MIG-17"7s for daytime air batile had Zirade II1 and most officers
on the level of company commander had the same grade,

Flying Officer Grade II:

Flying officer srade Il requires th: capacity both in theories

and flying art to perform a.l types of air battle under bad
weather conditions (with clouds ZEX:ept cuwlo nimbi7 down to

300 meters altitude) during daytime ard common westher corditions
at night, PFost flying officers of 3he 24 Leconnaissance Kegiment
and the 36th Bomver Kegiment, most >ilots of ¥1G-17 Pé's, and

most of those on the level c¢f batta'icn cormander and higher of th:
S9th Regiment ol the lst NKAF Division and the 5&th Regiment of th:
2nd NEAF Civision and the blst ieginient 0.’ the 3rd NKAF Division
all of which are corducting night treining using YIG=17's have

the capacity required for grade II, but as of hugust 1960 very
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few had the grade because it was only from sarly 1960 that nignt
training using ¥iG-17"s 3IS%s and [lying officers on tlre level
of company commarder had grade II. &ut all the air force
commanders on tLhe level of flying decuty resiment commsnder and
higher had grade II,

4) Flying Ofificer Grade I:

Flying officer grade I requires the capacity both in theories and
flying art to perform eir battles under all weether conditions.
As ol huguet 1960 there was no {lying officer that had this grade,
but most Ilying cficers of the 3é6th Bomber Regiment and the 24th
Reconnaissence fiegiment and part of the XIG-17 P# pilots had the
capacity required for grade I. Jp until August 1960 no examinstions
for promotion Lo grade I was held but the reasons are unknown.
2. Grgding of Radio Crersiors:
Ground radic opzaretors are divided into
Radio Operator Grade I,
Hadio Operator Grade II,

and Radio Operstor Grace 111,

The grades are ziven wlien cperstocrs pass exaninations conducted by the
NKAF Hesdquarters but further information is unsvailable,

3. Positions of Grour¢ Crew: (See Sketch Attachnent No. 1-1),

The technicsl ievel of ground crewmen ezn generally be estimated by position
but the technical levels >f battzlion engineers and higheir are much the same,
There ere the following prsitions for ground crewmen:

A. Mazintenarnce Mar:

The main responsibili.y of the maintenancs man is fatigue (including
cleaning up) ne:cescary Jor zcod maintenarce of aircrs it assigsmed to
the flyirg crew. lis rank, toth table of organization wise and in
rezlity, is private.

Bo LEngine Fan:
The engine man is & member of the meintsrarce team for aircreft assigned
to the flying team and helps the assistart engineer but has ro direct
responsitility Jor the maintenance. T/0 wise, his rark is sergeant
but currently engine nen's ranks are either serzeant cr junlor serzeant,
After about tws years' service a mairtenance man may ve proncted to an
enzine man,

.;3.;,
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C. Assistant inoineer:

The assistant enginezsr is directly responsible for rwintenance of the
alrcraft assigned to the flying tewum and nas the capucity for oversll
maéintenance of airersft. 71/0 wise, his rank is lieutenant and
currently most assisient engineers are lieutenants und a viry few are
Junior lieutenant:, This ie the positica to which aircref:. maintenance
officers nawly cormiseicned after graduation are assigned.

Do Company Assistant bnzineer:

tre aircra”t sssisnel to the company. T/0 wise, hic renk is senior
lieutenznt bubl currently soscut 53 percern. of the company &ssistant
ergincers are lleuteiants and the othzr 5 percent are senin~r
lieutensntse Compans assistant ensinzers ere under tne cirect control
of the commani:r of “he MAF zna their premotion is ef fected depending
upon their worc performence (ro examinsticns) regerdless o length of
service,

Tt.e company assistan. engineer is roesponsible for overall maintensrce ¢f

E., Battalion ingineer:

T']‘“ 1 . . AR - - .
© AIrCry it jwintenense officers of Lhe battalicn lovel ard higher are

v

called eagineers, 7,0 wise, their rank is ceptain but in reslity they
arz either caplains or senior lieutenante. Like comrany assistant
engineers, battalion enginecrs ere under the direct control of the
cormander ¢f tle Nafl and their promatio- is effected mostly depending
upon their wer: pecfcrmance,  But conpany assistant zaginesrs are
promot2d te battallor engineecrs when they finish one year short course
ol the air ferce olficers schools Tae bittelion engineer is responsible
for overall maintenzrce of the airersit 353i2ned to wne babbtalion.

Fo Leziment Enzincer:
Ke siment Fnzincers ere uuder the dirsct control of the Ministry of
Netional Deferse a.d their promotions sre elfected deoending uron
their work performarce. T/0 wise, their rank is lieusenart colonel
bul. currently rost regiment engincers are nrajorss The reqsinent
enfineer 1s responsivle for cverall rmaintenance of the airersft
asslgned to the regimezrt and is authorized to meke decisicns as to
seuding regiment ailrcre ™t to the division repsir station for repair.

Go DRirvision Enrinezi:

T/0 wise, the diviciotr-engineer is & coleoael but currently a very
sie 11 nurber ol divisicn engineers are 1isutenant colonels, The
division ensine:r is resporsible for wane sement of meintensnce and
repair (¢t the division repair station) of &ll the aircraft of the
division. He i3 also respoasible for air transcort of eirciaft for
malor rerair (an the airvcraft repair station located in Sinuiju) in

)
¥

accordance with instructions from tro NP Hoeadouvarters,

J

S [

50X1-HUM

-

e Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDPS80T00246A058100450001-7



N S 1 wdd L L L —_— e ———

. Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A058100450001-7
r s o e 50x14ﬂJM

Ile Eknrineer Deputy Commander:

The rark both T/O wiss end in reality of the kagineer Deputy Commander
is majer general. is of August 1960 this wus YI Yong-su (nta) who hac
teen ir the position for a long pericd of time., He is responsible for
managenent of all the aircraft of the NKAF and trsining of aircraft
Teinterance parsonnels
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oketch Attschment No. 1=1:

Flying Teim
Lesader

////u
- T N T
Flying Temn<::;4mng1ne Yan |

OO Y YA 1
L A\}A‘ l \-‘!E\TIAL

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A058100450001-7 .

lﬁngineer Deputy Comnarder

fo . - e
T e
wIWﬁJn

io
'Enqineex

emizacd

(VA

Regiment
Lngineer

Assistant
Engineepr

R I i e

{
ISt
}DlVlilonl
Ensineer!
L1§5£P§§Er
e e o ——

AU R
:Reginenfq
Lingineer

rbattaiigﬁ1

| Company |
gAssisbantz
! ingineer
LR

| AR

>
'9..:. '

Assistant Assistamt
{engzineer sngineer
I i

EEngine Eag]

\(Maintenance Maintenance
{Man - tan
- B -
CCNFIDENTIAL

T ) .
JAsslistent Assistant
- . . .
iEnzineer sngZineer

b Engine Naﬁ] rbngine yan|

iﬁainterauee llsintenance
plan lan

50X1-HUM

50X1-HUM

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/10/19 : CIA-RDP80T00246A058100450001-7



